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The Phantom Tollbooth

Tock the Watchdog’s Number Quiz

Hi, I’m Tock and I’m a watchdog.  You can 
be one too!   
Just ask yourself: can I avoid wasting time, give 
others the time of day, learn how to have a good time 
all without needing a time out?  Even when you’re 
pressed for time can you make time to have the time 
of your life? 
If you can do all those things and answer a few 
timely questions, then you’re part of the club!

1. King Azaz’ feast starts at 10:32am and lasts   
 177 minutes.  At what time does the feast   
 finish? 

2. Milo spent a whole day and a half in the   
 doldrums, how many seconds is that? 

3. Milo, Tock and The Dodecahedron stand in   
 front of a sign advertising a ferry crossing: 

  

 “Let’s take the Scary Ferry,” said The   
 Dodecahedron, we’ll get there in less time.” 
 “Let’s get the Hairy Ferry instead,” said   
 Tock, “it’s quicker.” 
 Who is right? 

4. What is the angle in degrees between   
 Tock’s hands at 4 o’clock?

5. At midnight on Milo’s 24 hour bedside   
 clock, all four digits are the same (00:00).   
 Are there any other times where all four   
 digits are equal?  What are they? 
  *BONUS: How many times in a day are   
  exactly three digits the same on the display? 

6. The Spelling Bee is exactly 12km from the   
 market in Dictionopolis and flies at 15km/  
 hour.  The Humbug is 4km from the market  
 and walks at 5km/hour.  Who gets there   
 first? 

7. Milo leaves school every day at exactly   
 3:44pm and gets home at 5:07pm.  How   
 long does it take him to get home? 

8. Lethargarians spend ¼ of a whole day   
 napping, ⅛ of a day snoozing and 7/12   
 of a day sleeping.  How much time each   
 day do they have their eyes closed? 

9. It is my 11th birthday, how many months   
 old am I? 

10. Tock’s alarm goes off every 12 minutes.    
 How many times will it go off in 5 hours?

      To Hammersmith

✤ Hairy Ferry
 3.5 hours

✤ Scary Ferry 
11,000 seconds


